
Hinton High School 

The Dart 1950 - 1959 

The Dart resumed the full Yearbook format similar to the early 

1940s.  It was published every year with the exception of 1953. 

 

Due to the HHS fire of 1952, all of the photos and records that 

had been gathered in preparation for publishing were destroyed 

by the fire. Dodd Photo Store of Hinton took Senior Class 

photos and printed three pages of class photos with names of  

the Seniors. 

“To exit, hit the “X” on your browser’s tab for this page.” 
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Board of Education & Superintendent  

1951 - 1959 



Hinton High School Principal 

Irvin S. Maddy 

1951 - 1959 



Typical Faculty Pages 

1950 1954 
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Typical Senior Pages 

1951 – Bill Humphreys 1953 –  Fred Webb, Teddy Willey 



1955 – Judy Ballard Gore 1959 – “Satch” Tyler, John Webb 



Typical Underclassmen Pages 

1950 –  Junior Class 1954 –  Freshmen Class 



1958 – Sophomore Class 

John O’Neal, Miller Murrell 

1958 – Freshmen Class 

David Ratliff – Randy Martufi 



1959 – Eight Grade 



Athletics 

1950 

Elaine Bradley Garten 

Physical Education 
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1950 – Boys Basketball 1950 – Basketball 
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1952 – Football Team  
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Hinton High School Band 

Donald Corda 

Music Director 

1953 - 1959 

Edgar Loar 

Music Director 

1950 

Harry R. Lenhoff 

Music Director 

1951 - 1952 
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Majorettes 
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Hinton High School Buildings 

Hinton High  School 1951  



Hinton High School Fire of 1952  



Account of the fire By Fred Long 
 
 The night air was bitterly cold, and the freezing wind off New River made 
it an unpleasant night for the young Marine that was trying to thumb a ride to his 
home in the West End of town. He was stranded on Temple Street waiting for a 
ride, but it was nearly 5:00 A.M. and the streets were deserted. The wind made it 
feel much colder than its actual thirty-five degrees, and he had been standing on the 
corner stamping his feet and blowing into his hands longer than he wanted. 
Frustrated, he turned his coat collar up and started walking, the wind at his back. 
When he reached the old bank building at the corner of 3rd Avenue he noticed a 
light in one of the upper floor windows. It was the telephone office and for a 
minute he thought about going inside just to get warm. But he figured the only way 
he was going to get home was to keep walking and maybe someone would come 
along to give him a ride. 
 He walked another block and noticed light coming from the windows of 
the Hinton High School. He thought that was odd and hurried across the street to 
get a closer look. It was coming from one of the front upper floor windows. The 
building was on fire. He immediately turned and ran back to the telephone office, 
telling the operator the school was on fire. He had seen orange flickering light 
coming from one of the classrooms. She quickly called the fire department. It was 
5:02 A.M., Sunday, December 21, 1952.   



 Eight minutes later the fire department was on the scene, Fireman James E. 
Meadows driving the truck. Captain John Lively was with him. Numerous other 
firemen arrived in their personal vehicles. They hooked to a hydrant and climbed 
the front steps where the flames were eating away at the interior of the building. 
Within seconds, they were shooting a heavy stream of water on flames that sweep 
across the auditorium.   
 The heat was intense and heavy sheets of plaster fell from the ceiling, 
crashing to the floor, endangering the brave firefighters that stood their ground. 
Theodore Sembly and his brother Walter were at the front of the hose directing 
water on the flames when suddenly they shot through the roof. They could see the 
flames shooting twelve to eighteen feet into the air. Theodore called to the firemen 
to vacate the room. They had just begun to back out when a large section of the 
floor collapsed with a tremendous roar. Within seconds, the entire auditorium was 
engulfed in flames.  
 In moving toward the door Walter stumbled on the hose, falling back, his 
head hitting against the wall. He had knocked himself unconscious. Theodore 
didn’t see him fall and was at the front entrance when he noticed his brother was 
missing. He turned to look inside and saw his brother prone on the floor just inside 
the door to the auditorium. The flames were not five feet from him and Theodore 
rushed back in. He grabbed his brother in his huge hands and threw him over his 
shoulders. The flames were licking at the wall and at his feet when he carried him 
from the building and down the concrete steps to safety. 



 They were giving his brother first aid when an explosion within the 
building caused the entire structure facing Temple Street to go up in flames. Only 
the Central school wing was spared. Firemen had already entered that part of the 
building and were holding the flames back in an effort to save the elementary 
school that was housed in that section. For almost an hour, in spite of the heat and 
smoke, they prevented the flames from spreading into that part of the building. 
 It was several hours before the fire was brought under control and firemen 
were recalled to the scene several times before it was finally extinguished. The steel 
columns between the auditorium and the gym, which was underneath, were bent 
like so much taffy. The interior was completely gutted, but only the rear wall would 
have to come down. The remaining walls remained stable. On June 11, 1954, the 
high school building would reopen. 



Hinton High School 1955  



Perry Memorial Gymnasium 
Built in the 1952 and named in honor of  James Leonard “Link” 

Perry Summers County Superintendent of Schools from 1944 to 1959 


